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BUDMAN & HERSHEY, LLC
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July 17, 2009

William Hobbs

Deputy Secretary of State
Colorado Department of State
1700 Broadway, Suite 250
Denver CO 80290

Re:  July 22, 2009 Rulemaking Concerning Proposed Amendments to Campaign
and Political Finance Rules, 8 CCR 1505-6

Dear Mr. Hobbs,

This firm represents the Colorado Medical Society. We write to request that the
Department use the above referenced rulemaking to clarify that the definition of a “sole
source contract” as used in Colorado Const., Art. XXVIII, §2(14.4), does not include
contracts for disaster preparedness with statewide professional organizations.

The Colorado Medical Society 1s a not-for-profit organization whose neatly 7,000
members include the majority of physicians practicing in Colorado. As the largest
organization of physicians, residents, and medical students in Colorado, the Society’s mission
is to promote the sctence and art of medicine, the betterment of public health, and the
welfare of the medical profession and the patients it serves.

In December 20006, consistent with its mission of promoting public health and
patient welfare, the Colorado Medical Society entered a contract with the Department of
Public Health and Environment for disaster preparedness. The contract, which is in excess
of $100,000, 1s funded completely by federal dollars. The contract was extended by
amendment and is set to end August 8, 2009. The Medical Society is considering whether to
renew the contract for another term. Unfortunately, confusion about the applicability of
Amendment 54 to the Medical Society and its leadership has called into question the
propriety of extending the contract.

Under the contract, the Medical Society 1s tasked with educating Colorado physicians
on protocols in case of a pandemic and implementing plans for themselves, their families,
and their patients. The contract contemplates physicians to be part of the community
response and sutge capacity preparedness, including volunteering, in response to an event.
As part of its performance under its contract, the Medical Society has established local,
regional, and statewide partnerships and coalitions; conducted education; and disaster drills.
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